
A well-earned break at Lake Thun.From the outset, the participants engaged 
in lively and thoughtful discussions.

EDITORIAL

Swiss Youth in Science is a 50-year-
old politically independent non-profit 
organisation which aims to promote 
extra-curricular scientific activities among 
children and young people. Through our 
activities, we enable students to gain an 
insight into their preferred area of science, 
to build a network of contacts with like-
minded students and professionals, and to 
receive active support with their career and 
study choices.
 
Our educational strategy is based on three 
programmes: (a) Study weeks – raising 
awareness for science among children 
and teens, (b) The National Competition – 
encouraging young people to take part 
in independent discovery/research, and  

(c) The Swiss Talent Forum – a think tank 
for young adults.

Thus the Swiss Talent Forum is one of the 
main pillars of Swiss Youth in Science and 
provides a framework for young Swiss 
and European scientists to brainstorm 
ideas and solutions to highly topical 

issues. In 2016, over 70 young talents 
talked, discussed and developed ideas on 
the current challenges of ‘Big Data’. The 
event allowed the participants to learn 
how to work in a diverse and multinational 
team, how to elaborate and come up 
with innovative strategies and how to sell 
these ideas afterwards.  We trust that this 
experience will be very valuable for the 
future professional development of our 
participants and we hope that you will 
enjoy the results.
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Group 10:
The digital space is not properly governed. But this  
does not mean that governance is not necessary.  
What new ways of governing it can you imagine?

Group 9:
How will big data change the way we access  
knowledge, art or science in a way that builds  
bridges from the analogue world to the digital space?

Group 8:
In an imaginary world where everything is available  
to anybody: How would a ‘data cockpit’ work which 
allows everyone to tap into the vast information which  
is available around them?

Group 7:
How can children get in touch with and and use big data 
in school to become literate in understanding big data 
and in using it in their lives? Imagine an educational 
programme for big data which touches every child’s life.

Group 6:
Today, crises which arise in the world get most attention 
once they are ongoing. How can big data be used to 
prevent crises before they happen? Think about ways  
to forsee crises with the help of big data.

Group 5:
How can big data impact on the future of sustainable 
farming? What method, tool, instrument or software will 
change the way farming is carried out in 10 years?

Group 4:
How can groups and people who are currently living on 
the margins of society start to use big data to advance 
their lives? What methods and what tools could be 
provided for people who have little access to society?

Group 3:
How can we gain more control over the data which is 
collected around us and about the data we create?  
How can organisations collect and use data but at the 
same time respect our privacy and intellectual property?

Group 2:
Imagine a world in which no data is collected anymore. 
What would be the impact on the world? What new ways 
to work with data could humans invent and create?

Group 1:
How will the value and price of data be reflected in the 
future? How will we be able to be more in control of our 
data and its value? What business models can be  
offered to make use of existing data? 

The participants of the Swiss Talent Forum 2016 in Thun, Switzerland.

In a ‘World Café’, the participants 
got to know the ten topics better.

A panel discussion made it clear how 

complex the topic of ‘Big Data’ truly is.
The ideation process involved many 

different creative techniques.

Each group selected one idea from  a large number of possible solutions. Work hard - dance harder!

A professional illustrator provided an image for each idea.
The groups used a great variety of  

fun techniques for their presentations. 
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The IdeaMachine is a creation of BrainStore, the first IdeaFactory in the world. It structures the idea generation and innovation process into four 

distinct phases: The ‘Management’ of the process, the ‘Boost’ phase where thousands of inspirations are created, the ‘Compression’ phase 

where the ideas are combined, expanded, filtered and designed, and the ‘Selection’ process, which ends with a roadmap with clear action 

plans. The process of the Idea Machine was used to create the ideas around the topic of ‘Big Ideas for Big Data’ and allowed the participants 

to experience the whole journey from an idea to a more specific plan of action.

The participants had a wide choice  

of interesting articles to browse.



In 10 years, the presence of gadgets and sensors in fields, 
collecting local data, will be standard. Our software spans  
a network between each farm and is continuously growing.  
The combined data makes it easier for farmers to improve  
the efficiency of crop choice, pest control or fertilisation  
in a sustainable way.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group5

GROUP 5: BIG DATA AND FARMING

It’s the year 2036. Privacy is the number one human right. 
Everybody is in control of their own personal data, which is stored 
on an implanted chip. With the aid of an app on their phones, 
everyone can decide which data from their daily life they want  
to share and with whom.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group10

GROUP 10: GOVERNANCE OF THE DIGITAL SPHERE

‘Synergee’ connects refugees with local people on the margins 
of society who could use a hand. This help will be rewarded 
and creates a surplus for society. Moreover it will benefit the 
integration of the new members of our society.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group4

GROUP 4: BIG DATA FOR SOCIAL EQUALITY

‘datAmuseum’ uses data as a currency to get into museums.  
When walking through an exhibition, the visitor can digitally 
contribute to the exhibition: giving an opinion about the art work 
or additional facts and ideas. The museum continually uses and 
presents all this information to improve the beauty of visitors’ 
experiences and change the exhibition dynamically.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group9

GROUP 9: BIG DATA, THE BRIDGE BETWEEN BEAUTY AND KNOWLEDGE 

‘Unikey’ shows you how secure your data is, using a simple 
yet effective label which corresponds with standardised terms 
& conditions. Each service is rated on its usage, traceability 
and security. As a result, this awareness allows a mutual 
understanding between users and services. UNIKEY, MORE  
THAN JUST A KEY.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group3

GROUP 3: MY DATA, YOUR DATA, BIG DATA  

Do you have skills? Or just need help? You’ll find it next door! 
‘Hoi!’ connects local skills with local problems. Whether your 
washing machine is broken, you got lost or you just need an egg, 
there will always be a person to assist you. As part of a global 
network, you will find local help wherever you go. Fast, cheap  
and effective!

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group8

GROUP 8: MY DATA COCKPIT

What would happen if all our data and with that all our knowledge 
got lost? We need a backup! It is important that this backup is: 
constant, spread, distributed, redundant, independent of electricity 
and may even outlive us. Our solution is to store information  
in DNA.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group2

GROUP 2: A WORLD WITHOUT BIG DATA

‘The Secret Garden’ is a closed platform for teachers and students 
inside the school system, based on the three Cs: collection, 
combination and conclusion. It enables students to get in touch 
with big data and understand how it’s working by experiencing 
it on their own. The results can be bought by governments or 
corporations to finance the schools.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group7

GROUP 7: BIG DATA: IT’S A PIECE OF CAKE

‘Safr’ aims to improve social health and acts as a gatekeeper for 
ethical data tracking. We collect data from people and lend it to 
healthcare organisations in a trustworthy way. People providing 
data are rewarded from the profits of lending and assured about 
the usage of their data.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group1

GROUP 1: BUSINESS MODELS FOR DATA SHARING

Our goal is to prevent Pandemic Crises with the help of existing 
built-in sensors in smart devices. To do this, a health-data 
collecting WHO app needs to be downloaded. This data can be 
used to recognise approaching pandemics much faster than actual 
measurement methods can, giving the organisation the possibility 
of fighting them more efficiently.

http://bit.ly/STF16_Group6

GROUP 6: BIG DATA FOR CRISIS PREVENTION

Big Ideas for Big Data

Vast amounts of data are collected from devices and services we use every day. Every interaction can be analysed. 

More connected sensors and gadgets are being added to our environment daily. All this data is valuable because  

it allows governments, health providers and corporations to better tailor their offers to target groups. 

There are many questions, for instance: Under which governance should the collection and use of data be allowed? 

How can we protect our privacy? What happens when data is exposed which should not be? Who owns the 

Intellectual Property?


